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at the Council Table with a Russo-German Agreement negotiated in Berlin, the existence of which, he is reported to have said, came upon him as a complete surprise. This to "trained" diplomacy seems inexplicable. How could such an Agreement have escaped the vigilance of " the man on the spot " ? But if, on the other hand, aware of its existence, why did the Premier not take the Nation into his confidence concerning it when he sought his Genoa mandate in the House of Commons ?
But to return to my point. This little weakness of the Prime Minister's so discouraged Walter that he decided to put his future to an early test, and to that end went to London in December, 1918, to have a talk with the Private Secretary to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.
He did not beat about the bush, but asked straight out what his prospects were. After a slight hesitation the Private Secretary came out with the statement that it was useless for him to count upon the future, as, although his own record was first-rate, the "indiscretions of Lady Susan " had made it impossible to advance him further in the Service. Asked what he meant by so astounding a pronouncement, the Private Secretary replied vaguely with some generality, and, whilst expressing his sincere regret at having to be the mouthpiece of so disagreeable an intimation, begged that Walter would take nothing from him as final, but would see Lord Hardinge himself, the Under Secretary of State.
Walter accordingly sought out Lord Hardinge, who received him by appointment in his own house, and, after murmuring something about Lady Susan and tjie ex-Kaiser, adopted hds most pompous mannerTHE < INDISCRETIONS ' OF LADY SUSAN   307
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